
Bible Word Search, Vol. III: Fathers in the Bible 

GIL PUBLICATIONS, P. O. BOX 80275, BROOKLYN, NY 11208 
www.GILpublications.com 

11. Eli  
Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to 

all Israel and how they slept with the women who served at the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting.  So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? I hear from 
all the people about these wicked deeds of yours.  No, my sons; it is not a good 
report that I hear spreading among the LORD's people.  If a man sins against 
another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who 
will intercede for him?" His sons, however, did not listen to their father's rebuke, 
for it was the LORD's will to put them to death. (1 Samuel 2:22-25 NIV) 

… the God of Israel, declares: 'I promised that your house and your father's 
house would minister before me forever … Far be it from me! Those who honor 
me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.  The time is coming 
when I will cut short your strength and the strength of your father's house, so that 
there will not be an old man in your family line and you will see distress in my 
dwelling. Although good will be done to Israel, in your family line there will 
never be an old man. Every one of you that I do not cut off from my altar will be 
spared only to blind your eyes with tears and to grieve your heart, and all your 
descendants will die in the prime of life. (1 Samuel 2:30-33 NIV) 

And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel 
that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle.  At that time I will 
carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family-from beginning to end 
… because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and 
he failed to restrain them … I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house 
will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.'" (1 Samuel 3:11-14 NIV) 

Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh, his clothes torn and 
dust on his head.  When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side 
of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the ark of God. When the man 
entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town sent up a cry.  

Eli heard the outcry and asked, "What is the meaning of this uproar?"  
The man hurried over to Eli, who was ninety-eight years old and whose eyes 

were set so that he could not see. He told Eli, "I have just come from the battle 
line; I fled from it this very day ... Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army 
has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, 
and the ark of God has been captured."  

When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the 
side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man and 
heavy. He had led Israel forty years. (1 Samuel 4:12-18 NIV) 
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11. Eli 

ATONED 
BATTLE 
BLIND 
BROKEN 
CONTEMPTIBLE 
DEEDS 
DESPISE 
DISDAINED 
DISTRESS 
DWELLING 

ELI 
GRIEVE 
HEARS 
HOPHNI 
HURRIED 
INTERCEDE 
LOSSES 
MEDIATE 
NECK 
OUTCRY 

PHILISTINES 
PHINEHAS 
PRIME 
REBUKE 
REPORT 
RESTRAIN 
SPARED 
TEARS 
TINGLE 
UPROAR 


