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34. Mordecai, The Jew

Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin,
named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had
been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah.
Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because
she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as
Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his
own daughter when her father and mother died.

When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many girls were
brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also
was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of
the harem. The girl pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he
provided her with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to
her seven maids selected from the king’s palace and moved her and her
maids into the best place in the harem.

Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background,
because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so. (Esther 2:5-11 NIV)

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha,
the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that
of all the other nobles. All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down
and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning
him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.

When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him
honor, he was enraged. Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were,
he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a
way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole
kingdom of Xerxes. (Esther 3:1-2, 5-6 NIV)

But when Esther came before the king, he issued a decree causing
Haman’s evil plot to backfire, and Haman and his sons were hanged on the
gallows. (Esther 9:24 NLT)

Mordecai the Jew became the prime minister, with authority next to
that of King Xerxes himself. He was very great among the Jews, who held
him in high esteem, because he worked for the good of his people. (Esther
10:5 NLT)
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34. Mordecai, The Jew
ASSIGNED ESTEEM MAIDS
BACKFIRE EXILE MORDECAI
BEAUTY FEATURES NATIONALITY
CAPTIVE FORBIDDEN NEITHER
CARRIED GALLOWS ORDER
CITADEL HAMAN PROCLAIMED
COUSIN HAREM SCORNED
DECREE JAIR SHIMEI
ELEVATING KNEEL SUSA
ENTRUSTED LOVELY XERXES
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