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65. My Father’s House of Prayer

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling
cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging
money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the
temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the
money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold
doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my
Father's house into a market!" His disciples remembered that it is
written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." (John 2:13-17
NIV)

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables
of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, And
said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the blind and the
lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. And when
the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did,
and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the
Son of David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him,
Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have
ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise? And he left them, and went out of the city into
Bethany; and he lodged there. (Matthew 21:12-17 KJV)

When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple
and began to drive out the merchants and their customers. He
knocked over the tables of the money changers and the stalls of
those selling doves, and he stopped everyone from bringing in
merchandise. He taught them, "The Scriptures declare, "My
Temple will be called a place of prayer for all nations,' but you
have turned it into a den of thieves." (Mark 11:15-17 NLT)
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