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36. Tamar

David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister named Tamar. And Amnon, her half
brother, fell desperately in love with her. Amnon became so obsessed with Tamar that
he became ill. She was a virgin, and it seemed impossible that he could ever fulfill his
love for her.

Now Amnon had a very crafty friend—his cousin Jonadab. He was the son of
David’s brother Shimea. One day Jonadab said to Amnon, “What’s the trouble? Why
should the son of a king look so dejected morning after morning?”

So Amnon told him, “I am in love with Tamar, Absalom’s sister.”

“Well,” Jonadab said, “I’ll tell you what to do. Go back to bed and pretend you
are sick. When your father comes to see you, ask him to let Tamar come and prepare
some food for you. Tell him you’ll feel better if she feeds you.”

When Tamar arrived at Amnon’s house, she went to the room where he was lying
down so he could watch her mix some dough. Then she baked some special bread for
him. But when she set the serving tray before him, he refused to eat. “Everyone get
out of here,” Amnon told his servants. So they all left. Then he said to Tamar, “Now
bring the food into my bedroom and feed it to me here.” So Tamar took it to him. But
as she was feeding him, he grabbed her and demanded, “Come to bed with me, my
darling sister.”

“No, my brother!” she cried. “Don’t be foolish! Don’t do this to me! You know
what a serious crime it is to do such a thing in Israel. Where could | go in my shame?
And you would be called one of the greatest fools in Israel. Please, just speak to the
king about it, and he will let you marry me.”

But Amnon wouldn’t listen to her, and since he was stronger than she was, he
raped her. Suddenly Amnon’s love turned to hate, and he hated her even more than he
had loved her. “Get out of here!” he snarled at her.

“No, no!” Tamar cried. “To reject me now is a greater wrong than what you have
already done to me.”

Absalom told his men, “Wait until Amnon gets drunk; then at my signal, kill
him! Don’t be afraid. I’m the one who has given the command. Take courage and do
it!” So at Absalom’s signal they murdered Amnon. Then the other sons of the king
jumped on their mules and fled.

Absalom fled to his grandfather, Talmai son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur. He
stayed there in Geshur for three years. And David, now reconciled to Amnon’s death,
longed to be reunited with his son Absalom.

(1 Samuel 13:1-5, 8-16, 28-29, 37-39 NLT)
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36. Tamar
ABSALOM FRIEND PRETEND
AMNON GRABBED REUNITED
COUSIN HALF ROOM
CRAFTY HATE SERIOUS
CRIME ILL SHIMEA
DAVID IMPOSSIBLE SICK
DEJECTED JONADAB STRONGER
DESPERATELY LYING TAMAR
DOUGH MULES VIRGIN
FLED OBESSED WRONG
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