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44. Zipporah (Moses’ Wife) 
 

Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water 
and fill the troughs to water their father's flock. Some shepherds came along 
and drove them away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue and watered 
their flock.  

When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked them, "Why have 
you returned so early today?"  

They answered, "An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even 
drew water for us and watered the flock."  

"And where is he?" he asked his daughters. "Why did you leave him? Invite 
him to have something to eat."  

Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to 
Moses in marriage.  Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him 
Gershom, saying, "I have become an alien in a foreign land."  (Exodus 2:16-22 
NIV) 

 
At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met {Moses} and was about to 

kill him. But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son's foreskin and touched 
{Moses'} feet with it. "Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me," she said. 
So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said "bridegroom of blood," 
referring to circumcision.)  (Exodus 4:24-26 NIV) 

 
Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard of 

everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and how the 
LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.  

After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, his father-in-law Jethro 
received her and her two sons. One son was named Gershom, for Moses said, "I 
have become an alien in a foreign land"; and the other was named Eliezer, for 
he said, "My father's God was my helper; he saved me from the sword of 
Pharaoh."  Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, together with Moses' sons and wife, 
came to him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountain of God. 
Jethro had sent word to him, "I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you 
with your wife and her two sons." (Exodus 4:1-6 NIV) 
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ALIEN 
BRIDEGROOM 
CAMPED 
CIRCUMCISION 
CUT 
DESERT 
DRAW 
EARLY 
EGYPT 
ELIEZER 

FLINT 
FLOCK 
FORESKIN 
GERSHOM 
ISRAEL 
JETHRO 
KNIFE 
LODGING 
MARRIAGE 
MIDIAN 

MOSES 
PHARAOH 
PRIEST 
RESCUE 
REUEL 
SWORD 
TODAY 
TROUGHS 
WIFE 
ZIPPORAH 


