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48. Patch and Wineskins (Fasting) 
Luke 5: 33-39 NLT 

One day some people said to Jesus, “John the Baptist’s disciples 
fast and pray regularly, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Why 
are your disciples always eating and drinking?” 

Jesus responded, “Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with 
the groom? Of course not. But someday the groom will be taken away 
from them, and then they will fast.” 

Then Jesus gave them this illustration: “No one tears a piece of 
cloth from a new garment and uses it to patch an old garment. For 
then the new garment would be ruined, and the new patch wouldn’t 
even match the old garment. 

“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine 
would burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. 
New wine must be stored in new wineskins. But no one who drinks 
the old wine seems to want the new wine. ‘The old is just fine,’ they 
say.” 

Mark 2:18-22 NLT 

Once when John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, some 
people came to Jesus and asked, “Why don’t your disciples fast like 
John’s disciples and the Pharisees do?” 

Jesus replied, “Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the 
groom? Of course not. They can’t fast while the groom is with them. 
But someday the groom will be taken away from them, and then they 
will fast. 

“Besides, who would patch old clothing with new cloth? For the 
new patch would shrink and rip away from the old cloth, leaving an 
even bigger tear than before. 

“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine 
would burst the wineskins, and the wine and the skins would both be 
lost. New wine calls for new wineskins.” 
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48. Patch and Wineskins (Fasting) 

BAPTIST 
BIGGER 
BURST 
CALLS 

CELEBRATING 
CLOTH 

COURSE 
DRINKING 

EATING 
FASTING 

GARMENT 
GROOM 
GUESTS 

ILLUSTRATION 
LOST 

PATCH 
PHARISEES 

PIECE 
PRAY 

REGULARLY 

RESPONDED 
RIP 

RUINED 
SHRINK 

SOMEDAY 
SPILLING 
STORED 

TEAR 
WEDDING 

WINESKINS 
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